
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Sides: 

 The Central Powers: Germany, Austria-Hungary, Turkey (entered November 1914) 
and Bulgaria (October 1915) 

 The Allies: Russia (left December 1917), France, Britain, Italy (entered May 1915), 
Rumania (August 1916) and the USA (April 1917). 

 
The war was expected to be a short decisive affair. Germany was worried about being 
surrounded by France and Russia, so they made the Schlieffen Plan. They aimed to attack 
and defeat France through Belgium before the Russians were ready, then turn back to fight 
the Russian Army. However, the Schlieffen Plan failed to achieve the rapid defeat of France. 
Although the Germans penetrated deeply, Paris did not fall and the Germans attacked the 
French in the Battle of Marne. On the eastern front, the Russians, having mobilised more 
quickly than the Germans expected, made the mistake of invading both Austria and East 
Prussia at the same time. 

 

 
 

STAGES IN WORLD WAR I 

1. THE WAR OF MOVEMENT (1914) 



 
 
 
Both sides dug themselves in and spent the next four years attacking and defending lines of 
trenches which were difficult to capture because the increased fire-power provided by 
magazine rifles and machineguns which made frontal attacks suicidal and rendered cavalry 
useless. On the eastern front, the Germans won some battles but none of them were 
decisive. 
 
 
 
 
The year 1917 was a turning point in the war.  
 

 On the eastern front disaster struck the Allies when Russia withdrew from the war. 
Continuous defeat by the Germans, lack of arms, supplies and the incompetent 
leadership caused by two revolutions (1905 and February 1917) made the Bolsheviks, 
who took control in November, seek for peace. Russia signed the Treaty of Brest-
Litovsk with Germany in 1918, giving Germany control of a large amount of Eastern 
territory in return for peace. Germany was now able to pull back one million men to 
the Western Front. 

 

 In April 1917, the USA joined the war. It was caused partly by the German attacks on 
American ships, and also by the discovery that Germany was trying to persuade 
Mexico to declare war on the USA, promising Texas, New Mexico and Arizona in 
return. The USA made an important contribution to the Allied victory: they supplied 
Britain and France with food, merchant ships and credit. Military help came slowly. 

 
 
 
 
The Germans tried to attack on the western front before the US troops arrived. They tried to 
capture Paris in March of 1918. They advanced far and fast but they had problems with their 
supplies. They were attacked by the Allies from the flanks and with the help of the American 
troops they were pushed back. Kaiser Wilhelm II abdicated and a new government agreed a 
cease-fire and armistice on November 11th 1918, hoping that they might have an honourable 
peace. 
 

2. WAR OF POSITIONS (1914-1916) 

3. THE CRISIS OF 1917 

4. THE FINAL OFFENSIVES 1918 


