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WHAT IS IMPERIALISM? 

 The desire to 

build an 

empire was a 

marked 

feature of the 

policies of the 

European 

powers in the 

late 

nineteenth 

century.  

 



WHAT IS IMPERIALISM? 

 “New 

Imperialism” had 

a sense of mission 

and theories were 

developed to justify 

Imperialism.  
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WHAT IS IMPERIALISM? 

 After 1880 overseas 

problems, until then 

secondary, assumed major 

importance. The imperial 

ambitions of the European 

powers in the last quarter 

of the 19th century focused 

above all on Africa, but Asia 

and Australasia were also 

partially occupied.  



WHAT IS IMPERIALISM? 



IMPERIALISM: CAUSES 

POLITICAL ECONOMIC TECHNOLOGICAL IDEOLOGICAL 

- Seeking 

international 

political 

prestige 

- Nationalism 

- Divert public 

attention to 

other issues 

 

- New markets 

- Raw 

materials 

- International 

emigration 

(escape valve) 

- Economic 

crisis 
(overproduction 

and 

subconsumption) 

- Technological 

and military 

superiority 

- Transport and 

communication 

revolution 

- Advances in 

health care 

- White 

supremacy 

- Civilising 

mission 

- Religious 

conversion 
 

European countries rivalry 

increased 

First World War (1914-

1919) 



The main colonial 

empires 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 Apart from the 
Dutch and British 
colonies in South 
Africa, which had 
been settled during 
the 18th century and 
beginning of the 19th 
century, the African 
continent wasn’t 
under European 
control by the 
1870’s.  



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 From that moment, France, Great Britain, 

Germany and Italy acquired colonies in Africa. 

Inevitably disputes arose.  

 The Berlin Conference of 1884-1885, 

agreed that any power which effectively 

occupied African territory would thereby 

become its possessor. This gave the green 

light for Africa to be carved up.  



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

THE BERLIN CONFERENCE 
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THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 By 1914 most of African territory was occupied 

by the European powers.  

 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 The most important empires were: 

 • Great Britain: was the 

biggest empire both in 

extension and population. 

It had colonies in every 

continent to be able to 

develop an extensive 

commercial empire. India 

was its most important 

colony, but it also 

controlled Egypt, Australia 

and Hong Kong. 

 



British Empire 19th c. 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 France: was the second most important colonial 

empire. North Africa and Indochina in Asia were 

its most precious possessions.  
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THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 
 As well as the British and French empires, 

other European countries owned smaller 

empires. 

• Belgium 

expanded in 

the Congo. 

 

 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

• Germany (provide one example) 
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THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 
• Italy (provide one example) 

 

 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 
• Spain (provide one example) 

 

 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 
• Russia (provide one example) 

 

 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 There were also non-European empires: USA 

 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 Japan, who 

expanded in 

Korea, Formosa 

(nowadays Taiwan) 

and Manchuria. 

 



THE MAIN COLONIAL EMPIRES 

 Imperialism brought a new source of conflict onto the 

world stage. Great Britain and France had several 

confrontations in their expansion in Africa. Other 

countries, such as Germany, felt disappointed with their 

colonial importance and they believed they should have a 

bigger empire. 

 
Agadir 1911 



ADMINISTRATION IN THE 

COLONIES 

• Were controlled and administered directly by the 
metropolis 

• Congo from Belgium 
COLONIES 

• The metropolis controlled foreign policy and the 
countries’ resources. National authorities 
controlled domestic issues.  

• Egypt (Great Britain) and Morocco (Spain and 
France). 

PROTECTORATES 

• These territories were part of an independent 
country but the foreign countries obtained some 
commercial benefits.  

• China was not conquered but it gave away some 
ports such as Hong Kong. 

DOMINIONS 



ADMINISTRATION IN THE 

COLONIES 
 This new organisation provided the colonies with a 

more efficient and modern administration which is 
still in use today.  

 



ADMINISTRATION IN THE 

COLONIES 
 Nevertheless, territories were divided without taking into 

account linguistic, cultural or religious differences. These 

artificial divisions led to many conflicts when decolonisation 

took place. 

 



ECONOMY IN THE COLONIES 
 Once a territory was conquered, metropolises started its 

exploitation. Large plantations were built in order to 

cultivate products that didn’t grow in Europe, such as 

coffee, sugar, tea, rubber, etc.  

 



ECONOMY IN THE COLONIES 

 The Metropolises also obtained minerals, such as 

gold, coal or diamonds.  



ECONOMY IN THE COLONIES 
 Natives were used as a cheap labour source, 

who worked in very bad conditions sometimes 

close to slavery. 

 



ECONOMY IN THE COLONIES 
 Metropolises made sure that these colonies didn’t create their own 

industries. That way, they obtained cheap raw materials and it was an 

excellent market to sell their manufactured products. This decision is one of 

the main causes of underdevelopment in many countries nowadays. 

 



SOCIETY IN THE COLONIES 

 Colonies which had a similar 
climate to their metropolises 
(Canada, New Zealand, 
Australia, Algeria, etc.) had 
abundant European 
populations. In these cases, 
the European population 
took the best lands and 
controlled power. Natives 
became a minority as white 
population grew enormously 
and in some cases, the 
natives were almost 
exterminated. 

   



SOCIETY IN THE COLONIES 

 The rest of the colonies had a 

different situation. Mixed marriages 

(between natives and colonisers) 

weren’t usually accepted. The 

Western population, the minority, 

occupied the most important 

positions in administration, the 

economy and the army. They lived 

in luxurious neighbourhoods. The 

natives usually lived in poverty and 

had few or no rights. 

 

 



SOCIETY IN THE COLONIES 
 Western civilization was imposed and native culture disappeared 

or was reduced as it was believed to be backward and inferior. 

This, together with their marginalisation, created resentment 

among the native populations.  

 


